
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING October 21, 2020 

I. Motion to Start Meeting 

a. Motion: Becca Fauteux, The Critic 
Second: Curtis Bates, Peer Leaders 
Call: Dan Carneiro, CAB 

b. All agreed to start meeting.  Meeting started at 8:06PM. 

II. Attendance 

a. Absent 

i. Cultural Ambassadors Society 

ii. Dance Ensemble 

iii. Genealogy Club 

iv. Rugby 

v. Ski & Ride 

vi. Sports Medicine 

vii. Veteran’s Association 

III. Approval of Last Meetings Minutes 

a. Motion: Dan Carneiro, CAB 
Second: Jasmyn Wilkinson, Class of 2024 Representative 
Call: Alex Huff, Model U.N.  
 



 

   

 

b. All agreed to approve last meeting’s minutes 

IV. Amendment of Agenda to include discussion regarding 10 Percent 
Committee following Provost Nolan Atkin’s Presentation 

a. Motion: Alex Huff, Model U.N. 
Second: Becca Fauteux, The Critic 
Call: Jasmyn Wilkinson, Class of 2024 Representative 

V. Student Body Comments 

a. No comments 

VI. Reports and Presentations 

a. Provost Nolan Atkins 

i. The October mini-break evolved from a meeting with 
student-leaders on October 8th. 

1. Students shared that they were tired, burning out, 
and overloaded given the change in the delivery 
format. 

2. Students expressed that a one-day break was not 
enough. 

3. NVU Leadership heard loud and clear the need for 
a break more than one-day. 

4. Originally proposed a three-day break 
(Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday) with faculty 
that would have aligned with the Halloween 
activities. 

a. The break was shortened to two-days 
(Wednesday and Thursday) to draw 
attention away from the state, who is not 
allowing week-long breaks and prevent 
students from traveling. 



 

   

 

i. A Tuesday/Thursday option would 
have eliminated an entire week’s 
worth of classes for those that meet 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

ii. Spring Term is set to start on February 1st per state 
guidelines. 

1. Mini breaks are being looked at.  NVU Leadership 
wants to see how the October mini break works 
out and depending how it goes; they will seek to 
apply this to the spring semester. 

a. There would be two mini breaks—one 
break every five weeks. 

b. Breaks will not impact when graduation will 
occur. 

iii. Questions: 

1. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players 

a. Why wasn’t the two-day break 
Tuesday/Wednesday, since many students 
do not have classes on Fridays? 

i. Nolan Atkins, Provost – This is being 
considered during the spring 
semester.  There would have been a 
similar issue for those who don’t 
have Monday classes. 

ii. Mary Berger, NVUnity – appreciates 
the Wednesday/Thursday 
combination since the Vermont travel 
map goes out on Tuesdays. 

2. David Pardy, Gaming Club 



 

   

 

a. Are there no classes next Wednesday and 
Thursday for all students? 

i. Nolan Atkins, Provost – Yes, however 
there are some exceptions. 

3. Kelsey Emery, Class of 2021 Student 

a. With the next semester starting on 
February 1st, does this mean that 
graduation gets pushed back? 

i. Nolan Atkins, Provost – No.  
Commencement will not change. 

4. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players 

a. Are there going to be COVID guidelines for 
graduation? 

i. Nolan Atkins, Provost – Not sure yet.  
The focus is currently on the 
December ceremony. 

5. Ben Lebeau, MEISA 

a. Concerned about students and professors 
traveling during the break and the 
possibility of the semester getting cut short. 

i. Nolan Atkins, Provost – Shares that 
concern.  Students have been 
discouraged from traveling during the 
break.  Students have done a great 
job with adhering to the pledge so 
far. 

6. Adrianne Hutchin, Nontraditional Student 
Representative 



 

   

 

a. Are tests going to be done with students 
who have attended a class with the student 
who tested positive? 

i. Nolan Atkins, Provost – This is the 
state’s responsibility. 

ii. Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students – 
The student who tested positive is 
not taking classes on-campus. 

7. Gill MacDonald, S.G.A. President 

a. Who is the person to go to if professors are 
not listening to student concerns? 

i. Nolan Atkins, Provost – Anything 
academic can go to him.  Anything 
related to the campus or COVID-
related to go to Jonathan. 

ii. Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students – 
Erin Rossetti is also a resource for 
students to go to, as well as Mike 
Secreti and the Leadership Team.  
Students who are traveling during the 
two-day break will be held 
accountable if they are found 
traveling to a quarantine county. 

b. 10 Percent Committee 

i. Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students – The 10 Percent 
Committee started in 2015 after large amounts of 
money were left in the Student Activities Fund.  The 
money from this is 10 Percent of the Student Activities 
Fund.  The 10 Percent Committee has funded water 
fountains, furniture upgrades in the Hornet’s Nest, high 
top charging tables, MEISA’s GreggFest, travel for 



 

   

 

student groups, fitness center television monitors, 
outdoor fire pit, replacing the fitness center machines, 
new benches and new bike racks.  This is a small, nimble 
committee that can have a quick impact on large 
campus projects.  Students on this committee should be 
responsive to communications. 

1. Alex Huff, Model U.N. – Can you talk about some 
projects from last year that were not finished 
because of the switch to remote instruction? 

a. Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students – Vending 
machines in bathrooms that would allow 
students to get feminine hygiene products 
and condoms; making sure every building 
has a proper water-filling station; a more 
robust composting and recycling program. 

2. Gill MacDonald, S.G.A. President – The S.G.A. is 
seeking nominations of who students want to see 
on the 10 Percent Committee.  This will be voted 
on at the next meeting. 

a. Renee Chaples, S.G.A. Administrative Vice-
President – how many people are needed? 

i. Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students – 
Two 

c. 49900 Account 

i. Maintenance and Mental Health were the top voted 
items to use funds for from the 49900 account 

1. Adrianne Hutchin, Nontraditional Student 
Representative – we could really use extra 
counseling services based on the stress everyone 
is feeling 



 

   

 

2. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players – having more 
designated areas for commuter students; feels so 
out-of-the-loop after switching from a residential 
student to a commuter student 

3. Jasmyn Wilkinson, Class of 2024 Representative – 
likes the idea of more computer access, 
particularly in the residence halls 

4. Alex Huff, Model U.N. – Misses the 24-hour 
computer lab, but believes it is hard to make the 
argument for it based on low use.  The Peer 
Resource Lab is open until 11:00pm.  It may be 
better to expand computer access to other areas 
on-campus, as opposed to having a lab full of 
computers. 

a. Jasmyn Wilkinson, Class of 2024 
Representative – did not know there was a 
24-hour computer lab because she is a first-
year and did not realize the Peer Resource 
Lab was open until 11:00pm based on 
signage that says otherwise. 

b. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players – Mike 
Dente presented data on the 24-hour 
computer lab last year and it made sense 
that the 24-hour computer lab was no 
longer viable.  Students can work in their 
annexes to complete work.  Believes we 
need a space more inclusive for computers, 
such as The Hive.  Athletes tend to take up 
the Peer Resource Room. 

5. Renee Chaples, S.G.A. Administrative Vice-
President – Printing is a big campus issue.  
Wonders if it would be possible to have a printing 



 

   

 

space in the residence halls for residential 
students. 

6. Katie Flannigan, S.G.A. Executive Vice-President – 
Looking to use these funds for more permanent 
projects. 

7. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players – Where are the 
circle microphones to assist with sounds on 
Zoom? 

a. Gill MacDonald, S.G.A. President – we were 
having technical difficulties with them. 

8. Renee Chaples, S.G.A. Administrative Vice-
President – The idea for a clubhouse came up with 
the S.G.A. Executive Board.  Thinks the idea for a 
clubhouse would allow clubs to have a more 
solidified spot to meet.  Believes the SALC office, 
currently located in Rita Bole, should be moved to 
a more central location, which would allow the 
space to be separated from residential life and 
allow for more organization. 

9. Ben LeBeau, MEISA – Where would the SALC 
office move toward? 

a. Katie Flannigan, S.G.A. Executive Vice-
President – Wants to see the SALC office 
moved into the bookstore, which is 
currently empty, since it is a more central 
space. 

b. Ben LeBeau, MEISA – Will the bookstore 
reopen after COVID? 

i. Alex Huff, Model U.N. – No, the 
bookstore closed because it was not 
profitable. 



 

   

 

10. Kelsey Emery, Class of 2021 Student – Loves the 
ideas suggested and remembers when SALC was 
over in The Hive.   Likes the idea of moving SALC 
but is not sure how that would logistically work. 

11. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players – Why did SALC 
move to Rita Bole? 

a. Erin Rossetti, Director of Student Life – 
Moved to centralize it with the Student 
Affairs team, as well as open up the Hive.  
The Hive is not as active as it is now due to 
the pandemic and will be reutilized as 
restrictions loosen. 

b. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players – Thought 
students were not allowed in the SALC 
office since it is in the Residence Halls. 

i. Erin Rossetti, Director of Student Life 
– Students are allowed in the ‘A’ side 
of Rita Bole. 

ii. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players – 
thinks more students would be 
interested in getting involved, 
particularly commuters. 

12. Becca Fauteux, The Critic – A lot of students not in 
Rita Bole do not realize they are allowed in Rita 
Bole.  Students need to know they do have access 
to Rita Bole during the daytime hours.  

13. Adrianne Hutchin, Nontraditional Student 
Representative – Are there plans in place for the 
bookstore? 

a. Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students – The 
Hive is a terrific space and our efforts have 



 

   

 

been paused due to the pandemic.  
Admissions will be using the bookstore in 
the short-term.  Moving forward, there is 
some competing interest for this space.  
Students should start thinking about how to 
utilize the bookstore space.  He envisions 
the space could be a student-run bookstore 
and house the student pantry.  He has also 
discussed with Erin the possibility of moving 
the Student Affairs Office to another place 
on-campus.  There are a lot of possibilities 
and is open to discussing them all. 

b. Jesse Munroe, Student Investment – 
Understands the want to move the SALC 
office, but why would that be beneficial to 
students? 

i. Alex Huff, Model U.N. – It is 
statistically proven that students 
remain on-campus if they are 
involved and our campus struggles 
with involvement.  Recently spoke 
with a third-year student who did not 
know the Student Government exists.  
By placing the SALC space in a more 
centralized location, students will be 
more likely to notice to space and 
more likely to get involved. 

ii. Renee Chaples, S.G.A. Administrative 
Vice-President – Did not know SALC 
was SALC.  Thought Mike Secreti was 
a student when he first met him.  Has 
been meeting with students in the 
SALC office to encourage them to see 
the space.  Moving SALC will allow 



 

   

 

more space for residential life and 
give more space to residents in Rita 
Bole. 

iii. Katie Flannigan, S.G.A. Executive 
Vice-President – How many people 
know where the Career Closet is?  
The Career Closet is a space filled 
with professional clothing.  Moving 
the SALC office could foster a closer 
connection to the Career Closet.  The 
office would also be closer to the 
SALC main entrance. 

c. Ben LeBeau, MEISA – Concerned that 
moving the SALC office could exceed the 
funds? What would money go towards? 

i. Renee Chaples, S.G.A. Administrative 
Vice-President – using funds towards 
new computers and Cricut 
equipment. It is highly unlikely that 
moving SALC will require a majority 
of the funds. 

ii. Katie Flannigan, S.G.A. Executive 
Vice-President – R.A. Alex Therriault 
took a long time to go through SALC 
storage and believes more storage is 
needed. 

d. Alex Huff, Model U.N. Thinks moving the 
SALC office is a good conversation.  It may 
be good to have a conversation about what 
to do with the bookstore and send a 
statement through the SGA.  The SALC 
office project may be a better suited project 
for the 10 Percent Committee.  The use for 



 

   

 

the bookstore may be a better discussion 
outside of the 49900 account. 

e. Jesse Munroe, Student Investment – It is 
important to think about long-term 
projects.  Ideas such as a clubhouse or 
moving the SALC office are a good idea and 
could draw student enrollment. 

f. Alex Huff, Model U.N. – Students present at 
meeting should go back to their clubs and 
come back to the next meeting to discuss 
what to do with the bookstore.  From what 
comes out of the next meeting, a letter 
could be written to the Executive Team on 
what to do with the bookstore. 

g. Jasmyn Wilkinson, Class of 2024 
Representative – Does the student body 
have a say for what the bookstore is for or 
are there state guidelines on what it can be 
used for? 

i. Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students – 
The bookstore is a blank slate.  The 
bookstore is a large space, but there 
is too much square footage for SALC 
unless additional programs were 
added there. 

h. Lauren Hyde, AMS – Would there be a way 
to split up the funding?  It is important to 
allocate the funds towards mental health 
and the Brown House. 

i. Renee Chaples, S.G.A. Administrative Vice-
President – Does not want to put all the 
money towards one project.  Wonders if 



 

   

 

allocating money to the Brown House will 
be long-term. 

j. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players – Is there a 
waiting list for the Brown House? 

i. Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students – 
Not sure, Erin might know. 

ii. Erin Rossetti, Director of Student Life 
– Yes, there is a short waiting list. 

iii. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players – has 
been visiting the Brown House and 
has reported there have been 
relatively minimal problems with 
getting appointments 

k. Adrianne Hutchin, Nontraditional Student 
Representative – The possibility of teaching 
students to develop their own coping skills? 

i. Katie Flannigan, S.G.A. Executive 
Vice-President – as an R.A., there are 
R.A. programs that are encouraging 
this and a wellness week coming up. 

ii. Erin Rossetti, Director of Student Life 
– Wellness Week is taking place 
November 2nd. 

1. Adrianne Hutchin, 
Nontraditional Student 
Representative – Leann may be 
able to help as someone who 
has studied trauma. 

iii. Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students – 
The Johnson campus has a program 



 

   

 

for students that allow them to 
explore more around best practices 
related to wellness and mental 
health. 

l. David Pardy, Gaming Club – If there is a set 
amount of money, funds will eventually go 
away.  If something is selected that is an 
ongoing expense, that is something that 
would need to end eventually.  

d. Financial Update : $61,088.92 

i. Total: $93,638.92 

ii. Jasmyn Wilkinson, 2024 Class Representative- Could the 
difference between these two values please be 
explained? 

1. Michael Secreti, S.G.A. Advisor- The $93,638.92 
represents the total budget that SALC receives 
however not all of it is allocated for SGA use. The 
$61,088.92 is the funds actively available towards 
SGA use and club funding.  

VII. Discussion and Action Items 

a. Disbandment of Cultural Ambassadors Society 

i. Club has missed more than three SGA Meetings 
Motion: Jesse Munroe, Student Investment 
Second: Jasmyn Wilkinson, Class of 2024 Representative 
Call: Dan Carneiro, CAB 

ii. Cultural Ambassadors Society has been disbanded 

b. Disbandment of Veteran’s Association 



 

   

 

i. David Pardy, Gaming Club – Doesn’t know if we have 
Veteran students and why they wouldn’t be part of the 
club. 

1. Mike Secreti, S.G.A. Advisor – There are Veteran’s 
on-campus, but they may not have the time to be 
involved with the Veterans Association.  This club 
in particular lost a lot of student-leaders to 
graduation. 

ii. Motion: Curtis Bates, Peer Leaders 
Second: Jesse Munroe, Student Investment 
Call: Dan Carneiro, CAB 
Veteran’s Association has been disbanded. 

VIII. Other Business 

a. Gill MacDonald, Town Hall 

i. Spoke with Alex about the 10 Percent Committee 

b. Mini-break 

i. Has been approved 

ii. Is scheduled for October 28th and October 29th 

iii. Students are discouraged from traveling 

c. VSCSA Update 

i. Ryan Cooney, the VSC Student Trustee is seeking to find 
out what events students want to see. 

d. HalloWEEK 

i. Today is the final deadline to request an activity for 
HalloWEEK.  Eight clubs have already submitted a 
request. 

ii. There will be a Spirit Week. 



 

   

 

IX. Club and Committee Updates 

a. Lauren Hyde, AMS – doing a virtual sector search, meetings are 

the first Thursday of the month in the Rita Bole Community 

Room at 7:30pm 

b. Kate Henriques, Twilight Players – back on the Executive Board 

as the SGA Rep; seeking an on-campus advisor; dance recital is 

on November 7th, had a meeting on October 20th that went 

well; taking this semester easy and are ready to come back 

strong in the spring 

c. Vanessa Symonick, Kingdom Crescendos – discussed plans for 

Halloweek; coming up with a scavenger hunt idea involving 

song lyrics; meets in the Burke Mountain Room at 12pm on 

Tuesdays 

d. Luc Parrett, SAAC – planning for Halloween events 

e. Mary Berger, NVUnity – meetings are now on Fridays in-person 

and on Zoom 

f. Tristan Robison, Outing Club – meetings are Thursdays at 7:30 

in the Burke Mountain Room 

g. Campbell Jillette, WWLR – spoke about upcoming radio shows 

and have a guest speaker tomorrow night; preparing for 

Halloweek 

h. Dan Carneiro, CAB – Presidential Debate Watch Party on 

Thursday, October 22; Kindness Rocks in Moore Community 

Room on Friday, October 23; meetings are every other 

Tuesday; preparing for Halloweek 

i. Becca, Critic – no updates; meetings are every Friday at 4pm in 

the Bole Community Room; planning to do Spooky Mad Libs 

and a photo booth for Halloweek. 

j. Alex, Model U.N. – discussing how to merge Model U.N. with 

Johnson’s Model U.N.; have a meeting next week to discuss 

who will continue as an S.G.A. rep 



 

   

 

k. David, Gaming Club – meetings are Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday, and Saturday nights in the Burke Mountain Room; 

students can make their own D&D character during Halloweek 

l. Curtis Bates, Peer Leaders – Peer Leaders are checking in with 

their students who are not passing classes; first-year 

registration takes place beginning November 12th; planning for 

what Spring SOAR will look like; on Thursday, October 22 at 

7pm Alex is hosting Jackbox a la NVU-Lyndon in Moore 

Community Room followed by Rock Music Trivia Night at 

8:30pm by Curtis 

m. Jesse, Student Investment – meetings are Thursdays at 

11:30am in ASAC 106 

n. Shane Johnston – planning a Kam Jam Tournament with the 

Outing Club, paused practices until students can get tested for 

COVID-19 

o. Ben LeBeau, MEISA – doing a live music event with Ski & Ride 

Club with their event; planning for the spring; meets on 

Tuesday in T202 at 7:00pm 

p. Stephen, R.A.’s – R.A. Alex has Pumpkin Carving on Monday, 

Spooky Study Tips with R.A. Cheyenne and Renee; Spooky 

Movie Night on Friday with R.A. Katie and Peer Leader Quin 

q. Renee Chaples – has been working on Halloweek programming 

r. Katie Flannigan – has Town Hall next Tuesday in Veteran’s 

Park; if there is bad weather it will be in the Hornet’s Nest 

X. Adjourn 
a. Motion: Becca Fauteux, The Critic 

Second: Dan Carneiro, CAB 

Call: Stephen Sandor, R.A.’s 

b. All agreed to end meeting.  Meeting concluded at 10:19PM.  


